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Changes in Nurses' and Caregivers' Perceptions of Care Cooperation through the
Implementation of the Life Support Conference at the National Leprosy Sanatorium
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Abstract : Objective : In a leprosy sanatorium, nurses and caregivers collaborate to hold
life support conferences, which describes how it affects the perception of care
coordination between nurses and caregivers. Methods : Life support conferences were
conducted at two institutions, and an anonymous questionnaire survey (ITA rating
scale) was conducted for the conference participants and non-conference participants.
In addition, group interviews were conducted about changes in the cooperation
between nurses and caregivers. Results : In a comparison between the two groups,
the participating and non-participating groups, the participating group had a better
evaluation of the collaboration between nurses and caregivers. The changes in care
collaboration that we were able to grasp were "alignment of care goals recognized
by nurses and caregivers," "collaboration between multiple professions gained by
caregivers learning about nurses' perspectives,’ "overcoming invisible barriers," and
"promoting information sharing by nurses understanding the values of caregivers."

Conclusions : Holding a conference before goal setting and joint goal setting promotes
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care coordination between nurses and caregivers.
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